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Cf A text always precludes the rest; the ' title' is always
precluded by any of the preceding modes;

"But whether any intervening one is precluded, or
itself precludes, depends on circumstances."

Therefore [after all this long discussion] it may be now
considered as settled that, since it has an " object," as well
as the other preliminaries the study of the Sastra, which
teaches the Yora, is to be commenced like that of the
Vedauta, which discusses the nature of Brahman. " But/'
it may be objected, " it is the Yoga which was said to be
the object-matter, since it is this which is to be produced,
not the Sastra." We grant that the Yoga is the principal
object, as that which is to be produced; but since it is
produced by the Sastra, especially directed thereto, this
Sastra is the means for its production, and, as a general
rule, the agent's activity is directly concerned with the
means rather than with the end. Just as the operations
of Devadatta the woodcutter, i.e., his lifting his arm up
and down, &c., relate rather to the instrument, i.e., the
axe, than to the object, i.e., the tree, so here the speaker,
Patanjali, in his immediate action of speaking, means
the Yoga-Sastra as his primary object, while he intends
the _Yoga itself in his ultimate action of " denotation."
In consequence of this distinction, the real meaning is
that the commencing the YogaJaslra is that which primarily
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